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The Moody’s Foundation Encourages STEM Education with 10th Annual 
Student Competitions 
Publication Date: May 6, 2015 

The Moody's Foundation focuses its grants on education with the objective of creating 
a solid framework of financial and economic competence for today's communities and 
future generations. Last week, The Moody's Foundation sponsored two annual student 
competitions that help achieve this objective. 

Moody's Mega Math Challenge Uses Applied Mathematics to Answer  
Real-World Questions 

Now in its tenth year, the Moody's Mega Math Challenge (M3)—a signature program of 
The Moody's Foundation—challenges small teams of high school juniors and seniors to 
use applied mathematics to answer a timely question. Administered by the Society for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics, this year's M3 required participants to answer the question, "What is higher 
education really worth?" This problem required teams to create mathematical models to quantify and consider the total 
costs, expected earnings and lifestyle factors resulting from a college education, and compare the earning potential of 
various career paths. 

By focusing students on using applied mathematics to answer a real-world problem, the competition encourages young 
people to study and pursue careers in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) fields. "STEM education 
is imperative to continue the robust pipeline of talent at Moody's and elsewhere in our industry," said Fran Laserson, 
President, The Moody's Foundation.  

The top six teams competed for more than USD $100,000 in scholarships and summer internships. The winning team, 
one of two finalist teams from the North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics in Durham, N.C., prevailed over 
more than 5,000 students comprising 1,128 teams from across the country.  

Members of current and past winning teams are invited to apply for summer internships at the company. In 2014, nine 
M3 winners spent their summer at Moody's learning about what Moody's does and how an interest in math can turn into 
a career. 

Euro Challenge Goes Beyond the Headlines 

The Moody's Foundation last week welcomed the finalists of the Euro Challenge, which aims at increasing US high school 
students' understanding of the European Union and the economic challenges facing its member states. Launched in 
2005, the competition marks its tenth year as it continues to expand nationally. This year, more than 100 high school 
teams from 15 states participated in the program, which asks teams to examine and develop solutions to challenges in 
the Euro area, including unemployment, debt and deficits.  

The challenge is conducted with the Delegation of the European Union and the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. The 
top five teams are awarded nearly USD $20,000 in scholarships.  

"It's a great learning experience for these students as they go beyond the headlines of economic news to fully understand 
key economic concepts and the complex realities faced by policymakers," said David O'Sullivan, Head of the European 
Union Delegation to the United States. "The Euro Challenge also helps them to have a better understanding of how 
deeply Europe and America are connected."  

http://m3challenge.siam.org/
http://www.euro-challenge.org/wordpress/about/
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This year's winning teams included students from Princeton High School, NJ (1st place); Urbana High School, MD (2nd 
place); High School for Math, Science & Engineering, NY (3rd place); Naperville Central High School, IL (4th place); and 
Trinity Preparatory School, FL (5th place).. 

 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and 
analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is 
the parent company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt 
instruments and securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and 
research for credit and economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported 
revenue of $3.0 billion in 2013, employs approximately 8,400 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 
31 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com. 
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